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ARTS COMMONS EDUCATION

Want to see some magic? 
  Welcome to Arts Commons Presents

© Sam Obadero© Kim Gordon

We are the programming arm of Arts Commons, the largest performing arts centre 
in Western Canada, located in the heart of downtown Calgary. From the majestic 
Jack Singer Concert Hall to the underground Engineered Air Theatre, we combine 
Calgary's favourite values with mind blowing shows. Dance, music, circus, film, 
spoken word, talks — there's truly something for everyone! 

But when you attend Arts Commons Presents, your support doesn't end at the 
theatre. It goes towards all the work at Arts Commons. In the last season alone, 
that includes...

... 13,000+ students,   
 teachers & volunteers  
 in our education   
 programs

A R T S  C O M M O N S  C O N N E C T S

A R T S  C O M M O N S  E D U C AT I O N

... 78 artists in 
 our professional
 development programs
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...  79+ free events   
 reaching over  
 20,000 audience 
 members

... 6 galleries  
 that are free  
 to the public 
 365 days a year

A R T S  C O M M O N S  E D U C AT I O N

A R T S  C O M M O N S  G A L L E R I E S

Explore all of  
Arts Commons today! artscommons.ca



Thank you to our BD&P World Stage Sponsors

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor

Media Sponsors Hospitality Sponsor

Supporting Sponsors Public Sector Support

These world-class performers 
   are coming right to your hometown 

A ticket to the BD&P World Stage series doesn’t just get you a seat 
in the Jack Singer Concert Hall, it flies you to an incomparable global 
cultural experience — and you can skip the packing! This season dives 
into the power of the human body and spirit: from pushing our physical 
boundaries in death-defying circus stunts, to mastering a musical 
vision without the help of sight, to finding the strength to resist political 
oppression through music and tradition.  

Explore the 2023-24 season of BD&P World Stage to celebrate the 
connection of being human, no matter where in the world you call home. 

artscommons.ca/world 403-294-9494 TICKETS  START AT ONLY $39
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The Triplets  
of Belleville:
20th Anniversary 
Film in Concert
thur  november 2, 2023

Marking the 20th anniversary of The Triplets 
of Belleville, Le Terrible Orchestre de Belleville 
will perform live accompaniment to the Oscar-
nominated film, conducted by the original melody 
maker himself, Montreal-born BenoÎt Charest. 
Chock-full of misadventures and toe-tapping 
melodies, this will be an unmissable romp through 
the Roaring 20s in Paris from the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall stage. 

Fun  |  Whimsical  |  Beloved
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

BD&P WORLD STAGE



“The show will take people 
musically from the ‘kitchen 

party’ atmosphere to the 
sounds of a midnight mass, 

and everything in between.” 
– Stewart MacNeil

“

The Barra 
MacNeils: 
An East Coast 
Christmas
fri  november 24, 2023

Travel to the east coast this Christmas – without 
the airport. The Barra MacNeils: An East Coast 
Christmas combines stories, dance, harmonies,  
and a Celtic spin on traditional favourites from 
Nova Scotia's royal family of music. Get all the 
warm fuzzies of a Christmas ceilidh right here 
at Arts Commons.

Holiday  |  Toe Tapping  |  Family 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

BD&P WORLD STAGE
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© Yaya Stempler

Circa: Humans 2.0 
acknowledges the 
assistance of the 
Australian Government 
through the Australia 
Council, its arts funding 
and advisory body 
and the Queensland 
Government through 
Arts Queensland.

Circa: 
Humans 2.0
tue  february 13, 2024

From Brisbane, Australia comes a bold new vision 
of contemporary circus. Circa pushes human bodies 
to the limit with the question: can we ever find a 
perfect balance? The astonishing stunts, pulse-
racing music and dramatic lighting of Humans 2.0 
will have you on the edge of your seat.

Circus  |  Dance  |  Mesmerizing 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm



BD&P WORLD STAGE

Jazz Fan?  
Find our curated  

Flex Pack collection 
for the jazz lover 

 artscommons.ca/flex

Malpaso Dance 
Company
with Arturo O'Farrill 
& the Afro-Latin Jazz 
Orchestra
thur  march 7, 2024

Described as “exceptional” with dancers who 
“deliver at the highest level” by the Los Angeles 
Times, the Malpaso Dance Company leads the 
contemporary dance world from Cuba. Joined by 
the renowned Afro-Latin Jazz Orchestra and their 
multi-GRAMMY Award-winning bandleader Arturo 
O’Farrill, this will be a stunning, sizzling celebration 
of Pan-American Latin culture.

Latin  |  Fusion  |  Contemporary
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

8
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“DakhaBrakha’s approach is 
open, passionate, and joyous 

—listening to them, you feel 
like you know what their country 

is fighting for.” 
– Chicago Reader

“
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DakhaBrakha
thur  april 4, 2024

Hailing from Kyiv, DakhaBrakha offers a roller 
coaster of rhythmic storytelling and world folk 
music. With their astounding vocal range and 
traditional instrumentation, the quartet embodies 
a trans-national sound rooted in Ukrainian culture 
and artistic liberation. DakhaBrakha will move you 
with the unbreakable spirit of Ukrainian history, art, 
and protest. 

Visual  |  Inspiring  |  Folk
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

BD&P WORLD STAGE



“Ms. Schuur surely is among 
the very best jazz vocalists, 

and she exemplifies if not 
redefines the ‘diva’ category 

with her warm, often humorous, 
and relaxed interactions with the 

audience and the musicians. Her 
mere presence is enough to make 

for a memorable evening.” 
– All About Jazz

“
BD&P WORLD STAGE

Subscribe & Save artscommons.ca /subscribe

Diane Schuur 
with Raul Midón
tue  may 7, 2024

This double bill showcases two musicians whose 
musical vision extends far beyond their physical 
blindness: pianist, vocalist, two-time GRAMMY  
award-winner and jazz legend Diane Schuur, and  
R&B, jazz, and pop guitar star Raul Midón, whose 
fans include Shakira and Stevie Wonder. 

Legends  |  Contemporary  |  Double Bill
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

10
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YOUR ROAD
TO THE ARTS

bdplaw.com

Proud
supporter of
the arts

 

Continue the night with Teatro



Founders Circle 
is made possible 
with the generous 
support of  

© Will Young

© Will Young

Join Founders Circle and support 
the Arts Commons ecosystem
As a member, you help create a home where audiences, artists, and 
organizations alike can experience excellence—both on stage and 
behind the scenes. Plus, you gain access to exclusive intimate events 
with our visiting artists and other supporters.

Your membership helps support our many programs for children, 
teachers, and aspiring artists; the companies who call Arts Commons 
home; and the hundreds of community-based organizations that 
depend on our support and facilities. Your gift of membership is vital  
to our mission and our collective success in making world-class arts 
and culture experiences accessible to all Calgarians.

Join the circle and discover more!

For more information on membership benefits, please check out 
artscommons.ca/founderscircle or give us a call at 403-294-7497.

12
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“We love bringing our family  
to the behind the scenes 

events. Our teenagers benefit 
from being exposed to people 

who are living their passions 
and following their hearts. It’s 

a powerful message to instill in 
them to show that there are so 

many options on how to live a 
meaningful life.”  

-Christina Marlett  

“
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FOUNDERS - 
HONOURARY 
MEMBERS
Dr. Martha Cohen, C.M., 
LL.D. (in memoriam)
Sandra LeBlanc
Vera Swanson, O.C. 
(in memoriam)

FOUNDERS - 
PLATINUM TIER 
David & Roxanne 
Dunlop
R. Scott & Lesley 
Hutcheson
Rodney & Karen 
McCann
Betty & David Smith

FOUNDERS - 
GOLD TIER
Anonymous (1)
Ken Havard
Knight Family

Greg & Alexa Kudar
Jim & Lesley Laycraft
Roderick & Jean McKay
Chima Nkemdirim, Q.C.
Randy & Luba Pettipas
Margo & Brant Randles
Henry Sykes, QC 
& Molly Naber-Sykes
Maureen Williams

FOUNDERS - 
SILVER TIER 
Anonymous (2)
Glen & Brenda 
Andrews
Colleen & Norm 
Dickson
Greg Epton 
& Greg Robertson
Barb Gosling 
& Derek Small
Ken Hillier &  
Shannon Knutson 

Neil & Sue Huckle
Tasha Komery
John & Susan 
McWilliams
James Midwinter 
& Pamela Weber
Brian Mills  
& Susan Tyrrell
Alex & Aliza Sarian
C.A. Siebens
Roderick Villanueva 
& Jennifer Kingsbury
Leianne Vye-Rogers 
& Greg Rogers
Norma & Ron Westcott
Wilde Family

BENEFACTORS 
Anonymous (3)
Colin & Wendy 
Anderson

Heather Campbell
Dennis & Cheryl 
Cornelson
Fern Cyr
Kaija Dirkson 
& Doug Hildebrand
Leigh-Ann Duke 
& Rob Nipp
Megan Fielding
Michael & Jo-Ann 
Glover
Corey Hallisey
Nadine & John Harder
Dr. Patricia Kostouros 
& Dr. Kenneth Barabash
Arun & Roopa Lakra
Alex MacWilliam
Christina & Paul Marlett
M. Ann McCaig
Daniel Mills
Joe & Judy Osinski

Dr. Jeremy Quickfall
Stuart & Vicki Reid
Mike & Mireille 
Robinson
Holly Schile 
& David Nielsen
Bernie Slogotski 
& Thedra Hunt
Alane Smith
Marg Southern
Patricia van de Sande 
& Tim Flaman

The arts inspire, enlighten, and entertain. We are grateful to the following members 
of Founders Circle that support our work in performance, learning, and community 
engagement. Enriching the lives of Calgarians through the arts and championing 
our city’s artists, young people, resident companies, and underrepresented 
communities, is our shared aspiration.

© Will Young

Please note that only gifts of $1,000 or more are listed above. For a complete list of individual donations, please visit our website at artscommons.ca. To inquire 
about becoming a member of Founders or Explorers Circle, please contact Meaghan Underhill at 403-294-7497 or munderhill@artscommons.ca.



td.com/readycommitment

We are working together with Arts Commons. It’s just one way we are 
helping to open doors for a more inclusive and sustainable tomorrow.

® The TD logo and other TD trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. M05234

Proud to support 
Performing Arts 
across Canada.



Dramatically transforming 
Calgary’s creative future
Nearly 40 years ago, Calgary invested in its arts community with the original Arts Commons. 
Now, with an aging facility and growing programming needs, the time has come to reinvest in 
our commitment to a city with a vibrant arts and culture sector. 

The Arts Commons Transformation (ACT) will expand the Arts Commons campus with a new 
1,000-seat theatre and 200-seat studio theatre, and will modernize the Arts Commons facility, 
creating more opportunities to not just experience the arts – but to experience Calgary.

The future starts now: artscommons.ca/ACT



Thank you to our TD Amplify Cabarets Sponsors

TD Amplify Cabarets 
Title Sponsor

Public Sector Support

Amplify 
Cabarets
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Go underground with  
   Wakefield Brewster 

TD Amplify Cabarets are back for a sixth season of exciting local 
performing artists, eclectic artistic mashups, and DJ-driven party vibes in 
the underground Engineered Air Theatre at Arts Commons. Once again, 
each performance will feature this year’s participants in the TD Incubator 
program for emerging homegrown artists who blend, transform, and move 
between dance, visual art, film, music, spoken word, and more.  

The 2023-24 season of TD Amplify Cabarets is curated by Calgary’s sixth 
Poet Laureate and this year's TD Incubator Fellow, Wakefield Brewster. 
Under the theme PeoplePuzzle: Some Assembly Required, Wakefield and 
his lineup of performers will explore the curiosity, bravery, and insight it 
takes for a person to accept the pieces that make up their own puzzle  
of an identity. 

Stay tuned for performer announcements and more details! 

artscommons.ca/amplify 403-294-9494

16

TICKETS  ONLY $22
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Wakefield Brewster 
Presents
 
part 1: november 17 & 18, 2023 
part 2: february 9 & 10, 2024 
part 3: april 26 & 27, 2024 
part 4: june 7 & 8, 2024

Arts Commons, Engineered Air Theatre 
Show 8pm

Hear Wakefield speak his 
vision for PeoplePuzzle: 
Some Assembly Required

“Fun, inclusive, thoughtful 
and titillating!” 

– TD Amplify Cabarets Audience 
Member

“



artscommons.ca/NDTR

ELDERS STORY PROJECT
Members of the Elders Knowledge Circle Society share their stories of survival 

and resilience, in this powerful event.
-

Jack Singer Concert Hall  |  7 PM

MAKERS MARKET
Curated by Four Winds Indigenous Market and Showcase.

-
Jack Singer Concert Hall Lobby  |  12 - 6:30 PM

CELEBRATING INDIGENOUS LIFE THROUGH FILM

A selection of films provided courtesy of the National Film Board of Canada 
about Indigenous lives, traditions, and history.

-
Engineered Air Theatre | Times Vary

Special Thanks

Elders Story Project Circle of Relatives

Public Sector SupportCircle of Supporters Market Curator

AT 
ARTS 

COMMONS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2023

NATIONAL
DAY FOR
TRUTH &
RECONCILIATION

ELDERS
KNOWLEDGE
CIRCLE
SOCIETY





Albums end.  
  Memories don't.  

We know you love good music, Calgary. We also know that like a good whiskey 
— it only gets better with time. Luckily, we’ve got both of those things at our 
fan-favourite Classic Albums Live shows. This season, we’re giving you the 
soundtrack to your life. It’s the rally anthem “We Will Rock You” from the big 
game. It’s the song you sang along to when you wanted to “Take It Easy.” It’s 
“The Song That Remains the Same,” no matter how many times you’ve jammed 
out to it.  

Classic Albums Live will take you back to those moments. Every show delivers 
the full music aficionado experience: one act dedicated to recreating a favourite 
album from start to finish – note for note, cut for cut – and a second act to party 
along to more hits from the band’s catalogue.  

artscommons.ca/cal 403-294-9494

Public Sector Support

Media Sponsors Hospitality Sponsor

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor

Thank you to our Classic Albums Live Sponsors

TICKETS  $39-$74
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CLASSIC  ALBUMS L IVE

Led Zeppelin: 
Houses of the Holy
fri  october 20, 2023

One of Rolling Stone Magazine’s 500 Greatest 
Albums of All Time, Houses of the Holy is the  
experimental crown jewel in Led Zeppelin’s 
discography. Featuring hits like “The Ocean” 
and “The Song Remains the Same,” this album 
redefined the legacy of one of the world’s biggest 
rock bands. Join Arts Commons Presents as 
Classic Albums Live brings it to life – note for note, 
cut for cut.

Legends  |  Rock  |  Live
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm
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CLASSIC  ALBUMS L IVE

Queen:
News of the World
sat  february 3, 2024

Opening with the one-two punch of “We Will 
Rock You” and “We Are the Champions,” News 
of the World is a rallying cry for Queen lovers 
everywhere. Classic Albums Live invites you to join 
this anthemic sing-along, celebrating the legacy of 
one of Britain’s greatest bands. Channel your inner 
Freddie Mercury, and meet us at the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall!   

Nostalgia  |  Anthem  |  Vocals
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

Want  

another  

artistic thrill? 

Check out pg. 7
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Dont miss a show! Become a  Classic Albums Live subscriber today!

“If you close your eyes,  
you could swear you were  

at the actual band’s concert.” 
– Classic Albums Live  

Audience Member

“

Eagles:
Their Greatest Hits
thur  april 18, 2024

With over 38 million copies sold, the Eagles 
compilation Their Greatest Hits is the best-
selling album of all time, across all genres. 
Featuring the band’s most beloved songs from 
end-to-end like “Take It Easy” and “Witchy 
Woman,” hear the soundtrack to your life like 
never before! 

Nostalgia  |  Rock  |  Americana
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm



Supporting youth and education 
is a vital part of ConocoPhillips’ 
contribution to communities 
where we operate, for today and 
for the future. That’s why we 
support Arts Commons’ efforts 
to bring arts and culture to 
students and teachers.

Helping to Create 
Well-Rounded 
Citizens

© ConocoPhillips Company 2023. All rights reserved.

www.conocophillips.ca



Tomorrow is inspiring.
Tomorrow is on.
We can’t talk about tomorrow 
without talking about the 
environment and sustainability. 
That’s why we’re proud supporters 
of the National Geographic Live 
Series presented by Arts Commons. 
The conversation about our natural 
world must continue. And we’ll 
continue championing the arts with 
programs like these that highlight 
our path to a better tomorrow. 



ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor

Explorers Circle 
& Hospitality 
Sponsor

Student Engagement 
Sponsor

BluWater Partner EXPLORE National 
Geographic Sponsor

EXPLORE National 
Geographic Supporting 
Sponsors/Partners

Explorers Circle Engagement Sponsors Public Sector 
Support

Media Sponsors

Thank you to our National Geographic Live Sponsors

Celebrating 12 years with Arts Commons Presents, National Geographic 
Live will once again awe and inspire Calgarians with four extraordinary 
National Geographic Explorers. This season, an adventurer, conservationist, 
paleontologist, and photojournalist will bring their images and findings from 
the field in stunning high-definition to the Jack Singer Concert Hall stage. 

You’ll travel to places you’ve never been, from the highest summit to the 
deepest sea, to the untamed jungles of India, to the fiercely cold Arctic tundra, 
and even to the prehistoric domain of the world’s most famous predator.

We'll see you there!

Teatro Fund for 
Arts Commons Education

Andy Mann –  
From Summit to Sea 
Joel Lipkind &  Sally 
Sprague-Lipkind

Sandesh Kadur – 
 Wild Cats Revealed
Ken Havard
Anonymous

Lindsay Zanno – 
 T. rex Rises 
Doug Flaig &  
Helen Timmons
Prairie Crocus 
Foundation

Kiliii Yüyan –  
 Life on Thin Ice
Nyssa &  
Jordan Moore
Anonymous

Captivating speakers.  
  Moving images. Urgent messages. 

arts co
m

m
o

n
s presen

ts

26

All 
performances 

feature 
live ASL 

interpretation

artscommons.ca/ngl 403-294-9494

TICKETS  $39-$79
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© Andy Mann

Andy Mann:
From Summit to Sea
sun/mon  november 19 & 20, 2023

Dive in with filmmaker and photographer Andy 
Mann as he journeys from climber to diver and tells 
the story of our rapidly changing planet, from top 
to bottom, in stunning imagery on the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall stage.

Storytelling  |  Adventure  |  Expedition
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm



NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC  L IVE

Hey you,  
globe-trotters!   

Find the Around 
the World Flex 

Pack collection at 
artscommons.ca/flex

Sandesh Kadur:
Wild Cats Revealed
sun/mon  january  28 & 29, 2024

Sandesh Kadur is on a mission to protect India’s 
lesser-known felines. Discover the tiny, grumpy-
faced Pallas’s cat, the fishing cat that jumps into 
water to catch its prey, and the ancient, elusive 
clouded leopard. Through Kadur’s captivating 
images and video, you’ll get an up-close look at 
a world of wild cats you’ve never seen before. 

Storytelling  |  Adventure  |  Animals 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm

28
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“To a large degree, 
paleontology is an exploratory 

science, so much of what I 
do involves discovering and 

describing new species.” 
– Lindsay Zanno

“

29
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Lindsay Zanno:
T. rex Rises
sun/mon  march 10 & 11, 2024

How did T. rex become the iconic prehistoric 
apex predator? Paleontologist Dr. Lindsay Zanno 
is uncovering the answer. Each year she spends 
months on expedition and has discovered many 
new species. Join Dr. Zanno for a fascinating 
look at how a global climate crisis during the 
Cretaceous changed the course of evolution  
for this tyrant and its ancestors.

Dinosaurs  |  Adventure  |  Animals 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm

© Mark Thiessen



Kiliii Yüyan:
Life on Thin Ice
sun/mon  may 26 & 27, 2024

Illuminating the human experience in some of  
the world’s harshest environments, photographer 
Kiliii Yüyan leans on his ancestry that is both Nanai 
and Chinese-American to capture the beauty of 
the Arctic and its Indigenous inhabitants.

Storytelling  |  Indigenous  |  Arctic 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday 7pm

© Kiliii Yüyan

NATIONAL  GEOGRAPHIC  L IVE

See all four and save  up to 15% artscommons.ca /subscribe
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Swiftsure Foundation is proud to support 
National Geographic Live Concerts: Secrets of the Whales 
and Calgary’s distinguished speaker series for student and 
public audiences, National Geographic Live, which features 
an international community of Explorers that drive new 
knowledge, advance innovative solutions, and inspire 
transformative change.

ANIMAL WELFARE 
SCIENTIF IC RESEARCH
EDUCATION

National Geographic Live presentation ©Will Young



Explorers Circle 
is made possible  
with the generous 
support of 

© Will Young

Ready to take your National 
Geographic Live subscription 
to the next level?
Become a partner in National Geographic’s vital work of inspiring 
a better tomorrow, by joining Explorers Circle today.

With a membership, you’ll get to personally engage with the 
scientists, photographers, and researchers that bring our National 
Geographic Live series to life, and experience first-hand the worlds 
they discover. Plus, you’ll help support Arts Commons Presents 
student presentations of National Geographic Live, and inspire our 
next generation’s passion and curiosity for the world around us.

Join the circle and discover more!

For more information on membership benefits, please check out 
artscommons.ca/explorerscircle or give us a call at 403-294-7497.

© Andy Mann
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Join the  Circle403-294-7497
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“To support Arts Commons 
is to support a hopeful 

future for everyone. I feel  
really lucky to be involved  

in the Explorers Circle. I wish  
more people knew just how 

wonderful it is and how it does 
make you care about the world.”

–  Nyssa Moore, Engagement Sponsor

“

National Geographic Live drives impact by featuring an international 
community of Explorers: leading scientists, educators, storytellers, 
conservationists, technologists, photographers, filmmakers, and 
many other changemakers, that drive new knowledge, advance new 
solutions, and inspire positive transformative change. We are grateful 
to the following members of Explorers Circle that help Arts Commons 
present National Geographic Live, which offers unparalleled content 
and inspiration for student and public audiences.

ENGAGEMENT 
SPONSORS
Anonymous, Wild Cats 
Revealed by Wildlife 
Photographer Sandesh Kadur
Anonymous, Life on Thin Ice 
by Photographer Kiliii Yüyan
Doug Flaig & Helen Timmons, 
T. Rex Rises by Paleontologist  
Dr. Lindsay Zanno
Ken Havard, Wild Cats 
Revealed by Wildlife 
Photographer Sandesh Kadur
Joel Lipkind & Sally Sprague-
Lipkind, From Summit to Sea 
by Photographer & Filmmaker 
Andy Mann
Nyssa & Jordan Moore,  
Life on Thin Ice by 
Photographer Kiliii Yüyan
Prairie Crocus Foundation, 
T. rex Rises by Paleontologist 
Dr. Lindsay Zanno

TRAILBLAZERS
Antony, Kathleen 
& Alexander Deakin
Alex & Aliza Sarian

EXPLORERS
Anonymous (3)
Maureen Armitage 
& Shane Matthews
Caroline Barham
Sandra & Simon Barker
Michel Bourque & Bryan Clarke
Robin Brawr
Cabra Consulting Ltd.
Holly Clarke & Jon Handforth
Colleen & Norm Dickson
David, Roxanne & Lochlan 
Dunlop
Greg Epton & Greg Robertson
Derrick Finney

Barb Gosling & Derek Small
Lara King
Tasha Komery
Chris & Heather Malkin
Beverly & Gavin Matthews
Brian Mills & Susan Tyrrell
James & Janice Morton
Leona Moser, Steve Gietz, 
and Claire & Owen Farrow
Don Surphlis & Peggy 
Smigarowski 
Gary & Roxanne Steen
Joyce Warren, Vanessa Arate 
& August Marks

Pat Wismer

Please note that only gifts of $1,200 or more are listed above. For a complete list of individual donations, please visit our website at artscommons.ca.  
To inquire about becoming a member of Founders or Explorers Circle, please contact Meaghan Underhill at 403-294-7497 or munderhill@artscommons.ca.

© Will Young



National  
Geographic Film 
Concert: Secrets 
of the Whales
sun-tue  april 21-23, 2024

As a film-concert experience, James Cameron 
and Brian Skerry’s Secrets of the Whales features 
highlights from the National Geographic Disney+ 
original series paired with the triumphant 
performance of a live symphony orchestra 
and live narration by Jann Arden. 

Live Narration  |  Live Orchestra  |  Oceans 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Sunday 2pm / Monday & Tuesday 7pm

Add on  to your National Geographic Live subscription for a discount!

Featuring  
live  

narration by  
Jann Arden!

SPECIAL  PRESENTAT IONS

ACP Special Presentation 
Engagement Sponsor

Rodney &  
Karen McCann 

Public Sector 
Support

Narrator  
Sponsors
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“The sights and sounds in 
‘Secrets of the Whales’ are 

dazzling throughout, thanks  
in large part to the epic camera 

work by Brian Skerry.”
– Chicago Sun-Times

“

Meeting our underwater reflections
Picture this: the Jack Singer Concert Hall is immersed 

in an underwater world, using footage shot by legendary 
National Geographic photographer Brian Skerry and 

produced by James Cameron, as an orchestra provides 
the musical backdrop, and none other than Jann Arden 

guides us through a captivating story of whale life. That's 
what you'll get with National Geographic Film Concert: 

Secrets of the Whales.
“I am absolutely thrilled and very honoured to be part of 

this most important project,” says Jann Arden. “It will draw 
significant and much needed attention to preserving our 

precious and important ocean ecosystems.”

Called “visually engrossing” by The New York Times and 
“dazzling throughout” by the Chicago Sun-Times, this 

concert presentation brings the most powerful moments of 
the Emmy-winning series together, submerging audiences 

into the lives of five different whale families—over three 
years and 24 locations—as they navigate ecological 

changes to their habitats.

“It was the most ambitious project of my career. If we could 
see the ocean and our planet through the lens of the culture 

of another species, that could change our perception of 
the natural world and our relation to it,” says Skerry. “Those 

connections, the communities and the cultures the whales 
share all mirror human culture, but sometimes we forget 

about that."
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SPECIAL  PRESENTAT IONS
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“Timeless songs. Big personalities. 
Show-stopping performances.”

- The Columbus Dispatch

“
AS SEEN ON

Add them to your Flex Pack! artscommons.ca /flex

Ruben & Clay: 
Twenty | The Tour
fri  september 29, 2023

20 years after going head-to-head in the finale  
of season two of American Idol, Ruben Studdard 
and Clay Aiken are back! The pitch-perfect duo 
will celebrate the music and stories that made 
them household names and TV music icons, 
live in the Jack Singer Concert Hall.

American Idol  |  Reunion  |  Pop
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm



In the Christmas spirit?
Check out  pg. 6
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A Jann Arden 
Christmas
tue/wed  december 19 & 20, 2023

Cozy up for an intimate evening with Calgary’s 
sweetheart Jann Arden as she puts her unique 
stamp on the holiday classics that you know 
and love in the majestic Jack Singer Concert Hall. 

Calgary's Own  |  Beloved  |  Holiday
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

“Leave it to Jann to remind 
us and teach us how to be 

grateful for all life has to  
throw at you and leave us  

with an ethereal experience.”
– Canadian Beats

“

ACP Special Presentation 
Engagement Sponsor

Public Sector 
Support



lawsonlundell.com

@lawsonlundell

POWER OF THE ARTS.
Lawson Lundell is proud to support the 
Arts Commons in their mission to cultivate 
connection and foster accessibility to the 
arts in Calgary.

Calgary  |  Vancouver  |  Kelowna  |  Yellowknife
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Queens of the 
Blues:
Shemekia Copeland 
and Dawn Tyler Watson
fri  february 9, 2024

The perfect blend of Americana and Canadiana, 
Shemekia Copeland and Dawn Tyler Watson 
have taken the music world by storm. Performing 
alongside a wealth of iconic artists like The Rolling 
Stones and Bonnie Raitt, both have a powerhouse 
sound that pushes the boundaries of what blues 
music means to a new generation.

Blues  |  Women  |  Vocals 
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Lobby pre-show 6:30pm / Concert 7:30pm

ACP Special Presentation 
Engagement Sponsor

Public Sector 
Support



SPECIAL  PRESENTAT IONS

Dinosaur World 
Live
fri/sat  may 24 & 25, 2024

Get ready for a roarsome interactive show for  
dinosaur lovers of all ages — Dinosaur World Live. 
Warning: some of these dinosaurs aren’t as docile 
as they seem! Bring the whole family to meet them 
up close... if you dare.

Family Fun  |  Dinosaurs  |  Interactive
Arts Commons, Jack Singer Concert Hall 
Friday 6:30pm, Saturday 2pm & 6:30pm 

Interactive 
and fun  
for the  

whole family!

“The perfect family  
show. Educational 

and entertaining.”
- The Reviews Hub

“
“Magical piece of  

theatre for children.”
- Behind the Arras

“

Love  Dinos?Check out  pg. 29
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Roaring onto the stage this spring, Dinosaur World Live 
is an epic live show for families and young audiences that  

brings the ancient past to life! The story follows Miranda  
who has grown-up on a far-off island where dinosaurs never 

went extinct. The true stars of the show are the larger-than-
life puppets designed to be as lifelike as possible operated 

by expert puppeteers. The smallest fits comfortably into the 
puppeteer’s arms, and the largest needs four people to move it!

“There’s a moment in rehearsals when the puppeteers get it 
right, and this collection of metal, plastic and paint is suddenly 

alive in front of you,” says director Derek Bond. “When Titus  
(our T. rex) emerges, the audiences either jump out of their 

seats or hide under them! But when Miranda needs help to 
drive Titus back off the stage, everybody joins in. It’s great 

to see children overcoming their fear and fiercely roaring 
 at a 10m-long T. rex!”

A hit with audiences and critics alike, Dinosaur World Live  
will amaze dinosaur fans big and small. Don't miss their 

visit to Calgary, plus, find out how you can even meet 
the puppets after the show! 

See the puppetry magic of 

Scan to learn more about  
Dinosaur World Live



Sponsor,  
Thermal Energy 
Solution

Arts Commons 
Endowment Fund

Media Sponsor

THANK YOU!

Hospitality Sponsor,  
Founders Circle

Naming Partner, 
RBC Emerging Visual 
Artists Program
ACP Special  
Presentation 
Engagement Sponsor, 
Queens of the Blues

Sponsor,  
EXPLORE National 
Geographic, 
National Geographic 
Live  

RAP University

Supporting Sponsor,  
EXPLORE National 
Geographic, 
National Geographic 
Live  

Student Engagement 
Sponsor,  
National Geographic 
Live

Supporting Sponsor,  
EXPLORE National 
Geographic, 
National Geographic 
Live

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor, 
Classic Albums Live

Supporting Sponsor, 
BD&P World Stage  

Naming Sponsor, 
TD Incubator
Title Sponsor,  
TD Amplify Cabarets

Rodney & 
Karen McCann 

Hospitality Sponsor, 
National Geographic 
Live 
Sponsor, Explorers 
Circle

Corporate Sponsors and Foundation Partners

Government Operating/Program Support

Arts Commons is where audiences, artists, and organizations experience excellence on 
stage and behind the scenes: in our many programs for children, teachers, and aspiring 
artists; for the companies that call Arts Commons home; and to the hundreds of community-
based organizations that depend on our support and facilities. We wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to the following corporations, foundations, and government agencies 
that provide the support which makes it possible for Arts Commons to contribute to the 
social, economic, cultural, and intellectual life and well-being of our community. 

Supporting Sponsor, 
BD&P World Stage

Please note that only contributions of $10,000 or more are listed above. For a complete list of corporate, foundation, and government supporters of Arts Commons, please 
visit our website at artscommons.ca. To inquire about becoming a supporter of Arts Commons, please contact Daniel Mills at 587-441-9521 or dmills@artscommons.ca.

BluWater Partner, 
National Geographic 
Live
ACP Special 
Presentation  
Engagement Sponsor, 
National Geographic 
Live Concerts, 
Secrets of the Whales

Media Sponsor

Media Sponsor

ACP Signature Series 
Presenting Sponsor,  
BD&P World Stage

ACP Special  
Presentation 
Engagement Sponsor, 
A Jann Arden 
Christmas

ACP Signature 
Series Presenting 
Sponsor,  
National Geographic 
Live
Naming Sponsor,  
ConocoPhillips Hub 
for Inspired Learning

Sponsor,  
Arts Commons 
Education

Media Sponsor

ACP Special  
Presentation  
Narrator Sponsors, 
National Geographic 
Live Concerts, 
Secrets of the Whales

Canadian Heritage 
 Canada Arts Presentation Fund
Employment and Social Development Canada 
 Canada Summer Jobs 
 Community Services Recovery Fund
 

Supporting Artistic Practice

Jobs, Economy & Trade 
 Alberta Jobs Now 
 Canada-Alberta Jobs Grant

 
Community Support 
 Organizations Operating Funding Program

Community Services 
 Arts & Culture Microgrant Program 
 Civic Partners Infrastructure Grant Program 
 Civic Partners Operating Grant Program 
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Rhiannon Breen
  CP Emerging Artist Ad update Eng (en) 

  111564 AD_111519_EmergingArtist_ArtCom-

100% of Final Size
6.25” x 3.6875”

 None
 None

None

6.25” x 3.6875”
None

None

APPROVALS

Ent_HNW_NRG_Col_Inset_OuterMask_CMYK

Helping artists bridge 
the gap from emerging 
to established.

Together with organizations like Arts Commons, 
we support a diverse range of Canadian talent 
in local communities and across the country 
through RBC Emerging Artists.

rbc.com/emergingartists

® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada.  
VPS111564 111519 (07/2023)

SH IN I NG  THE  SPOT L I GHT  ON

C LEAN L I NESS  AND  SUPPORT ING

THE  ARTS ,  ONE  SPACE  AT  A

T IME !

KEEPING YOUR
FACILITIES CLEAN

AND SAFE.
 

 

www.servantage.ca 



T ICKETS,  LOCAT ION & HOURS

in person 

Malpsao ©Todd Rosenberg

mon-sat 10am-6pm

mon-fri 9am-8pm sat 10am-6pm

sun/holidays CLOSED

sun/holidays CLOSED

Purchase your tickets today!

GET THE FULL PACKAGE
Becoming a subscriber to one or more of our  
series is the best way to get the biggest bang for 
your buck.

Subscribe today and receive exclusive benefits 
including:

• A full season of curated shows to add a thrill 
to your calendar and dazzle your friends  
– for up to 15% off!

• Front-of-the-line notifications when hot new 
shows are rolling into town

• Guaranteed seats year after year

• Promotional offers throughout the season

• Stress-free customer service from our 
ticketing team in the box office

• The JOY of supporting local art and artists

MAKE IT A WHOLE THING
Any Arts Commons Presents performance offers 
way more than just a show. Here’s how to turn 
your ticket into a full experience that your couch 
could never compete with:
• $6 evening and weekend parking means you 

can come early, stay late, or both

• Dine and drink in the city’s best culinary 
destinations, many only steps away from 
Arts Commons

• Stroll down historic Stephen Avenue or  
along the Bow and Elbow Rivers nearby

• Take in a free pre-show lobby performance 
by local musicians

• Tour our visual and media art galleries 
throughout the building, all free and 
open to the public

Excited yet? Grab your spot now to any show from the 2023-24 season of Arts Commons Presents. 
It couldn't be easier - just visit acpresents.ca or call our Box Office at 403-294-9494.

FLEX IT UP
An Arts Commons Presents Flex Pack lets you 
curate your own package and save! Combine 
any show from the entire season into your  
dream season for the following discounts:

 Choose any 3 or more and save 10% 
 Choose any 5 or more and save 15% 

CONTACT OUR BOX OFFICE

online 

phone 403-294-9494

acpresents.ca

Box Office: 225 8th Avenue SE
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OUR LOCATION
Our address is 205 8th Ave SE.  
Our main entrance is located on Stephen 
Avenue, one block east of the Calgary Tower 
and across from Olympic Plaza.

HEALTH & ACCESSIBILITY
All Arts Commons venues offer wheelchair 
accessibility and wheelchair seating. Please 
phone ahead so we can accommodate 
your needs.

Arts Commons is proud to provide assisted 
listening device (ALD) systems in our venues 
— Stethoset and Personal Induction Loop. 
Please note, it is necessary that you be 
seated in the orchestra section of the  
Jack Singer Concert Hall to utilize our 
assistive listening device system. 

Arts Commons has implemented an 
Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation (UVGI) 
solution in the building, and our MERV-15A 
air filters make sure air leaves our building 
cleaner than it came in!

GETTING HERE BY LRT
Calgary’s LRT (light rail transit) service 
has a station one block north of Arts 
Commons.

GETTING HERE BY CAR
Arts Commons offers underground 
parking. Enter off Macleod Trail between 
9th and 8th Avenues.

$6  EVENINGS & WEEKENDS

Other parking options include:

Civic Plaza Parkade

TELUS Convention Centre

Palliser Square

Surface parking lots in the 200, 300, 
and 400 blocks on the south side of 
9th Avenue SE

P2
P1

P1

P3

P3

P4

P4

P5

P5

P2

AC



Arts Commons  
205 - 8th Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta  Canada  T2G 0K9

Follow us #acpresents  @yycARTS

Prefer a digital copy? 
Scan to explore the 2023-24 season 
of Arts Commons Presents.

PUBLISHED BY 
Arts Commons @ Copyright 2023

on the cover: Jann Arden comes to  
Arts Commons Presents this season.  
Learn more on page 34 & 37. 
back cover: Circa : Humans 2.0  
@ Yaya Stempler. Learn more on page 7.


